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MEASURES FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
NOW BEFORE CONGRESS 


By ALICE CARPENTER 


4 be are at the present time a number of 
bills before Congress which affect the condi- 
tions under which men and women shall labor. 
In all these bills which will affect women precisely 
to the same degree that they will affect men, there 
is no reference to women apart from men. They 
are directed to gg ves of persons or of 
workers. Already the legislative program now 
before Congress embodies the principle of Equal 
Rights for men and women. Among these bills are: 

Senate Bill No. 87—introduced by Senator 
Black on January 4, 1985—‘“a bill to prevent the 
shipment in interstate commerce of certain articles 
— commodities in connection with which certain 
persons are employed more than five days per week 
or six hours per day, and preventing certain con- 
ditions with respect to purchases and loans by the 
United States and codes agreements and licenses 
under the National Recovery Act.” 

Senate Bill 1130 introduced by Senator Wagner 
on January 17, 1935, is “a bill to alleviate the 


hazards of old age unemployment, illness and de- 


ndency, to establish a Social Insurance Board 
in the Department of Labor to raise revenue and 
for other purposes.” 

Section 3 of this bill in defining old-age assist- 
ance says As used in this title, ‘old-age assist- 
ance’ shall mean financial assistance assuring a 
reasonable subsistence compatible with decency 
and health to persons not less than sixty-five years 
of age who, at the time of receiving such financial 
assistance, are not inmates of public or other 
charitable institutions.” 

Senate Bill 1958 introduced by Senator Wagner 
on February 21, 1935, “a bill to promote equal- 
ity of bargaining power between employers and 
employees to diminish the causes of labor disputes ; 
to create a National Labor Relations Board and 


ual Rights 


for other purposes. It states definitely that the 


term person includes one or more individuals, 
erships, associations, corporations, trustees, 

egal representatives, trustees in bankruptcy or 

receivers. 

House Bill No. 2746 introduced by Mr. 

January 3, 1935—a bill to provide a 30-hour w 

to relieve unemployment and for other purposes. 

. . - section 5. The requirements of this Act shall 

extend to all forms of employment and to all em- 


D 


ployers in trades or industries engaged in pro- 
ducing, transporting, or distributing goods or 
services in or affecting interstate commerce; but 


shall not apply to agricultural workers or to per- 


sons employed in domestic service or to employees 
subject to the Railway Labor Act. 

House Bill 2827 introduced by Mr. Lundeen on 
January 3, 1935—a bill “to provide for the estab- 
lishment of unemployment, old age and social in- 
surance and for other purposes”—and states that 
the Secretary of Labor is hereby authorized and 
directed to provide for the immediate establish- 
ment of a system of unemployment insurance for 
the purpose of providing compensation for all 
workers and farmers above 18 years of age.“ 

In this bill the Secretary of Labor is authorized 
to 22 as a form of social insurance, compen- 
sation to all workers who are unable to work 
because of sickness, old age, and maternity, and 
states there shall be compensation paid to women 
eight weeks before and eight w after child- 
birth. This 1 is not directed to women 
as a whole. It is directed to a certain group of 
women for a period of time only, and therefore is 
not special legislation based on sex, but on the 
condition of the worker. 


Object 


T object of the National Woman's Party is 
to secure for women complete equality with 
men under the law and in all human relationships. 

The proposed Equal Rights Amendment is now 
on the calendar of the 74th Congress; as Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 1 in the United States Sen- 
ate, and House Joint Resolution No. 1 in the House 
of Representatives. The amendment was intro- 
duced into the Senate January 4, 1935, by Senator 
John Townsend of Delaware, and into the House 
of Representatives J annery © 1935, by Repre- 

of Indiana, 


sentative Louis Ludlow and reads as 
follows: 
RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), 
That the following article is prom as an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be 


valid to all intents and p ay of the Con- 
stitution, when ratified by three-fourths of the several 


“ARTICLE XX. Men and women shall have 
— throughout the United States and in every p 

ject to its jurisdiction. Congress shall have er 
to enforee this article by appropriate legislation. 
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WHO IS LABOR? 


Who is Labor?” asks the United States News 
of February 25. “Who speaks for the 22,000,000 
gainfully employed persons when questions of 
policy or welfare arise? To many Congressmen 
and in the headlines, ‘Labor’ means the American 
Federation of Labor—the Nation’s principal fed- 
erated group of labor unions. group claims 
before Congress and before the President to be 
the representative of all labor. Almost daily, 
headlines in the press announce ‘Labor Demands,’ 
‘Labor Wins,’ ‘Labor Breaks,’ which raises the 
question: ‘Who is Labor?’ Of the 22,000,000 

ple at work in the United States, the A. F. of 

. has but 2,823,750 as paid members reported by 

it in August, 1934. There are 1,696,250 unpaid 

members, whereas 16,853,000 of the 22,000,000 

workers are unorganized—they belong neither to 
the A. F. of L. nor to company unions.” .. . 

Wherever special restrictive labor laws for 
women have been passed, the women to be af- 
fected by them have protested against their 
age, yet in spite of the fact that women form onl 
a tiny percentage of its members, the A. F. of L. 
at present is opposed to the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment on the ground that its passage might affect 
special restrictive labor laws which apply to 


women only. Who authorizes the A. F. of L. to 


for all women? 

New York is one of the states where women 
wage earners have been alive to the menace of 
special labor laws for women, which were placed 
on the statute books without their consent by the 


State Federation of Labor and social welfare 


groups. Tossed about and thrown out of em- 

loyment, women finally demanded of the Legis- 

ture protection against the discrimination and 
oppression of the law forbidding them to work 
on night shifts. Women writers, reporters, print- 
ers, linotype operators and proof-readers in news- 
paper offices; women railroad workers and phar- 
macists, after a long struggle, finally secured 
amendments to the law exempting them from its 
provisions; although the exemption secured b 
women printers does not affect printers who wor 
outside of newspaper offices. Today, women mem- 
bers of Typographical Union No. 6, because of the 
night work law, cannot work on certain shifts in 
job printing offices. 

The State Federation of Labor leaders had al- 
ways claimed that they had placed these restric- 
tions upon women “for the benefit of their health 
and morals”! However, when women restaurant 
workers demanded an amendment to the law to 
allow them to work on a night shift, Mr. Kovel- 
eski, then Vice-President of the State Federation 
of Labor, failed to mention the “health and 
morals” of women. Instead, he said: “If women 
restaurant workers are allowed to work on a 
* 3 thousands of men will be thrown out 
of jobs. | 


More recently, during a discussion of an amend- 
ment to the 48-hour week law for women, which 
would take from women the right to 78 hours of 


yearly overtime, a labor leader is quoted as having 
said: “The women undercut men anyway and 
ought to be restricted.” 

The Equal Rights Amendment is a mandate to 
the states to equalize their laws, and if the A. F. 
of L. were far-sighted, it would realize that only 
when labor laws apply equally to men and women 


will men workers be free from the undercutting 
. of lower paid workers. 


For example, suppose a man and a woman are 
standing side by side, seeking employment in an 
industry where both men and women are em- 
ployed; if the man has not the same restrictions 
upon his labor as the woman, and she is handi- 
capped by laws regulating the number of hours she 
may work, forbidding her to work before or after 
a certain hour, and prohibiting overtime and 
= ge which worker wilf the employer 

oose 

The employer's only reason for choosing the 
woman worker under these restrictions would be 
that she might be more skillful than the man in 
certain occupations or that she would work for 
lower pay—and when she is paid a lower wage, 
she undercuts the man. ee 

Minimum wage legislation for women is not 
the remedy, for in not a single state having such 
legislation do women receive a living wage. The 
answer is legislation for persons, and equal pay 
for equal work. 

A glance at the work done in State Legislatures 
during the past 13 years by the National Woman’s 
Party and other groups of women to secure equal 
opportunities for women with men in the field of 
business and industry, reminds us that permane 
security lies only in the passage of the Eq ) 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 


YOU CAN HELP : 
By sending a money contribution now to the 
National Woman’s Party. 


By getting subscribers to EQUAL RIGHTS, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, Washington, D. C. 
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Published semi-monthly by The National Woman’s Party 
he D. C. Telephone’ Atlantic 1210. 
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Editors 
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Officers of the National Woman’s Party 


GAIL LAUGHLIN, Maine 

ANITA POLLITZER, South Carolina | 

Mrs. Harvey W. WILEY, District of Columbia 
Secretary, 

REBEKAH S. GREATHOUSE, District of Columbia 


̃ 
| 
| 
i Chairman, 
FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES, Delaware 
Treasurer, 
LAURA BERRIEN, Georgia 
f 


re 


April 1, 1988 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


THE PRESS 


The Kansas City Star of March 17 gives the 
following editorial comment in be of the 
Equal Rights Amendment and calls on Congress- 
man Shannon of that city to “look to it“: 


World Need of a Woman Balance 


r essional support of the equal rights 
amendment, the Missouri Branch of the National 


Woman’s Party clears up most gratifyingly “mis- 
apprehension” that “ 


e effect that women thus are “endeavoring to take 
over the world and its responsibilities.” The women 
have no such ulterior motive. They are too smart for 
it, because “we who have watched a one-sided man-made 
world collapse under a test certainly would not repeat 
the same error.” 

The women therefore are absolutely in the clear as 


de anything that has happened in the past It was a 
own 


‘one-sided, man-made world that went in the de- 


pression, as inevitably it must have done by its sheer 


- unbalance. And the women do not want to shift that 
unbalance to their side, if they are to have any. What 
they do feel is that “a more balanced nation of men and 
women with may make a more co- 
operative world.” ey are right ut that. 

Further, it would be a sorry sort of man indeed, see- 
ing the kind of world the men have brought to pass, 
me wouldn’t be ready, and quick about it, to allow the 
women their full share of the responsibility and balance. 
At any rate this would give the men at least a 50 per 
cent alibi on Gee oe went wrong with the world 
after the amendment been adopted. All and all, the 


bargain. Congressman Shanno 
—— should look to it. 
Mrs. J. C. Glenn, state chairman of the National 
Woman's Party, reports that Missouri members 


are alive to the need of concerted effort now for 
the early passage of the Amendment. : 


The Seattle Daily Times of March 20 embodies 
in an editorial on the topic, “Business Women’s 
Week,” the following pertinent statements: 


Quite e for a number of years, and much 
more frequently during the era of ebbing employment, 
the Times has received letters demanding return 
of women to the homes and firesides so that places 
occupy in private and public business might be 
men. ore drastic demands have been made for 
withdrawal of women from the professions and 
diversions of their incomes to the supposedly stronger 
sex. 

Women are at least as variously talented as men. 
They have entered into almost every line of endeavor; 
many of them have been conspicuously successful, and 
all who are remuneratively employed or engaged must 
be giving satisfaction to a degree, else their services 
would not be continued. The mere fact that a man could 
do the work carries no conviction that a woman is not 
meeting the full requirements, whatever they may be. 

It is impossible to imagine a sudden exodus of 
women from all lines save home keeping. The imme- 
diate results would be paralyzing to the point of 
calamity and recuperation would be — slow 
and painful if not altogether hopeless. Meanwhile any 
attempt to stretch imagination to such an extent must 
at once confront the solid fact that the women won't 
go; and what they have to say about it covers every 
word of the matter from the first to the last. : 

Nor would any one wish them to go, except perhaps 
the unfortunate occasional man who finding no imme- 
diate use for his energies lets himself believe that some 
woman is keeping him out of a job. With the better 

turn of the times, surely on its way, he’ll get over it. 


ers and others” may have to 


SURVEY OF EMPLOYED MARRIED WOMEN 


Dr. Cecile Tipton La Follette, member of the 
staff of New College, Teacher’s College at Colum- 
bia University, has completed a survey of 652 em- 
ployed married women in 36 cities. It reveals 
— that these women and their husbands lead 

ppier lives than they would if they had post- 
poned marriage until the men were able to sup- 
port families. Five hundred and seventy-four of 
the women would advise women to marry under 
similar circumstances and more than half felt 
that their health and dispositions are better be- 
cause of their outside work. Dr. La Follette 
reaches the conclusion that the question of em- 
1 of married women is one to be decided 

y the individual woman and that firing them 
would not help the depression. She points out that 
652 women employ 540 other workers, some of 
whom would lose their jobs if married women 
were forbidden to earn and that work would be 
more scarce for the laundrymen, bakers and 
clothing workers, since the women would have less 
money and more time to wash, bake and sew. 


SINGLE STANDARD 


Anna M. Kross, magistrate in the Jefferson 
Market Court, New York City, has ordered the 
officers to arrest men found in vice raids along 
with the women. The idea seemed to be com- 
pletely novel to the policemen. The following 
conversation is reported: 


“But,” one policeman protested, “they look like 
married men.’ 

“What difference does that make?“ Magistrate 
Kross demanded. Arrest them, and perhaps 
they'll reform.” 

We ve never done it before,” another one said. 

“I know it,” said the Magistrate. “Always 
after the woman. You’d think she was to blame 
for everything.“ 

The correspondent of the New York Evening 
Journal does not believe that there is much chance 
that the men on the police force will obey these 
orders because of resentment among them against 
Magistrate Kross. 

The New York State Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party has labored for years to estab- 
lish the equal culpability before the law of men 
and women in vice cases, unsuccessfully. 


LANSDOWNE MEETING 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles and Mrs. Harv 
Wiley spoke on the Equal Rights Amendment, 
March 20, at the Twentieth Century Club, in Lans- 
downe, Pa., at a fusion meeting of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, the League of 
Women Voters and the National Woman’s Party; 
held as a protest against the 40-hour week law 
for women. 

Mrs. Homer K. Emmons, president of the 
Primos and Secone Woman's Club, presided. . 
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JUST RECENTLY 


ae Hrdliczka conducted the Philharmonic- 
1 1 Cie a in a concert in Town Hall, 
or 


Marie C. 3 crystallographer, the first 
woman to receive the degree of Doctor of Philoso- 
phy from Oxford University, gave 2 lecture before 
the National Geographic Society in Washington. 


SAD NEWS 
Quebec women again lost in an attempt to gain 


the right to vote as they do in all other Canadian 


provinces. 


Only 70 per cent of the women students at the 
University of Minnesota and only 48 per cent 
of the men students believe that women should 
have the right to compete with men in every 
8 . This is the reported result 
a 8 e by Professor Clifford Kirk- 

ese students are refreshingly frank, 
ut substantiate the contention that there are still 
supposedly educated people that deliberately try 
to handicap women. 


NEW YORK ASSEMBLY PASSES JURY 
SERVICE BILL 


The Jury bill — 3 in New York passed 
ly, March 26, by a vote of 108 to 36, 
with splendid speeches e in its favor. Doris 
I. Byrne, assembly woman, was in the speaker’s 
chair while it was being debated. 

The New York Branch of the National Woman’s 
P and the League of Women Voters have spon- 
sored a mandatory Jury bill for women for thirteen 
years. ill has been supported by more than 
fifty important organizations of women through- 
out the state, together with women’s clubs within 
both major political parties. Grace Kay Long and 
Anne B 1 Scott, of the Albany Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party in addition to their ef- 
fective work for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
have worked with the lature this session. 
The next step will be action in the Senate. 


VIRGINIA STATE BRANCH ELECTS 
OFFICERS 


Mrs. Robert F. Hudson was re-elected Virginia 


State President of the National Woman’s Party, 
March 6, at the annual banquet and election of 


officers at the Hotel Richmond, Richmond, Va. 


The vice-presidents are: Mrs. Elsie M. Graff, 
Mrs. Roy K. Flannagan, Mrs. Frank Fisher, Mrs. 
— ats. Pauline Adams, Mrs. M. E. 

vv 

Mrs. Percy Reede was elected recording secre- 
tary, and Miss Fannie Lichtenfelt, corresponding 
secretary. Mrs. Agnes T. Murray will be treas- 
urer and Mrs. Rose O’Sullivan 2 treasurer. 
— Benjamin Lovenstein will serve as legal 

viser. 

Mrs. Eunice Dyson, of Richmond, is the Vir- 
ginia member of the Congressional Committee. 


YOU CAN HELP INTERNATIONALLY 
Show Your Support of the Equality Treaties 


The Equal Rights Treaty and the Equal Na- 
tionality Treaty are on the agenda of the 1935 
— of the League of 2 ay 


qual Rights Treaty, in its principal 
* — reads: 
“The con States agree that upon the 


ratification of this treaty, men and women shall 
have equal rights throughout the territory sub- 
ject to their respective jurisdictions.” 


The Equal Nationality Treaty, in its principal 
clause, reads: 


“The Governments ... have appointed the 
following Plenipotentiaries ... Who... have 
agreed upon the following: 

“Art. 1. There shall be no distinction based on 
sex as regards nationality, in their legislation or 
in their practice.” 

The Council of the League has offered to have 
circulated to the Assembly the views of women’s 
organizations on these two Treaties. Will —_ 
fill in the following and mail to the Women’s 


sultative Committee, c/o Dr. Renee Girod, 10 rue 


Charles Bonnet, Geneva, for use in the report 
which the Women’s Consultative Committee is 


preparing? 
Date 


To the Women’s Consultative Committee created 
by the Council of the League of Nations, 
c/o Dr. Renee Girod, Member of D 
Subcommittee, 19 rue Charles Bonnet, Ge- 
neva, Switzerland. 


The : at meeting 
(Name of organization) 
held at endorsed the 
(Place and date) 
Equal Rights Treaty and the Equal Nationality 
(Signed) 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B STREET N. E. : 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

@ Please enter my 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 
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